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Wm. T. Pierce, ; 

C. L. Swain, Secretary. 


DECEMBER 1, 1903. 


Report of Normal School Gommission. 


To His Fecetbricy, Gro. K. Nasu, Governor of Ohio: 


Sir: We have the honor to subpast the following report: . In accord- 
ance with an act passed March 12th, 1902, Vol, 95, pp. 43-44, O. L., the 
undersigned were appointed a State Normal School Commission. Said 


act outlined the duties of said commission as follows: “To make investi- ‘ 


gation upon the need and advisability of the future establishment by the 
state of one or more normal schools, and to consider in what manner and to 
what extent existing educational institutions other than those now sup- 
ported by the state can be made more active and effective in the better 
training of persons for service in the public schools.” 

Your commission has held four meetings, as well as several informal 
conferences of all or a part of the members. A circular of inquiry was also 
addressed to superintendents, principals, and other educational officers, 
in order to inform itself of the judgment of the educators of Ohio upon 
important questions. For the same purpose a public hearing was given 
at the time and place of the State Teachers’ Association. Your commis- 
sion, either as a body or through individuals, has visited the following 
institutions: Columbia University, the State Normal School, Slippery 
Rock, Pa., the two Ohio State Normal Schools at Athens and Oxford, the 
State Normal School, Terre Haute, Indiana, the schools of DeKalb, Tlli- 
nois, and the Wisconsin schools. | 

No argument is needed to prove he educational value of normal 
schools. Upon general educational grounds the argument for their exist- 
ence is conclusive. The argument from experience is also no less conclusive. 
Practically every state of the United States has at least one normal school, 
and the larger number has several. We venture, therefore, to express 
our belief that the state of Ohio should, in some formal way, provide pro- 
fessional training for teachers. 

The members of your commission have not been unmindful of the 
conspicuous fact that Ohio represents in education, as in many other public 
undertakings, the principle of individualism. The larger share of its 
colleges represent the result of individual effort, ecclesiastical, local’ or 
personal. The institutions of the higher education, to the support of which 
the state contributes, are no less than four insnumber, whereas in most 
states those institutions are consolidated into one. The historic principle 
of individualism your commission believes should have value in any recom- 
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mendation to be made respecting a change in the educational policy of the 
commonwealth. In other words, your commission desires to take the fullest 
advantage of opportunities now existing. It is reluctant to recommend 
a policy which, without taking advantage of special opportunities now 
existing, might involve the commonwealth in large expense, the result 
of which would necessarily be more or less doubtful in the enrichment of 
education. 

Therefore, to the end that Ohio may start right in this important 
work and that there may be system, and unity of purpose and plan, in the 
proper training of teachers, we recommend as a beginning and a founda- 
tion of this great work that there be established a state board of education 
of five members, to be appointed by the Governor, for a term of five years, 
one member retiring aunually. The members of this board shall serve 
without compensation, their necessary expenses alone being paid. 

The duties of the state board of education should be as follows: 


(a) To have full and complete charge of all normal schools hereto- 
fore established, or to be hereafter established, or affiliated with other 
schools. 

(b) To have charge and control of all appropriations made for normal 
school puposes. 

(c) To report annually to the Governor concerning all matters’ under 
their control. — 

(d) To have full power to choose, and fix the salaries of, the dean 
and corps of instructors for the normal schools, or normal departments. 

(e) To have power to enter into contract of affiliation with state 
universities, or with private colleges and universities within the state, 
upon terms of mutual agreement with the board of trustees, or controlling 
board, of said institutions. 

(f) To establish courses of ee : 

(g) To make rules and regulations in connection with state board of 
school examiners for the certification of the graduates of the normal 
schools. 

(h) To fix the requirements for admission to the normal schools. 

(i) To make arrangements with the affiliated college or university for 
the conferring of degrees. . 

(7) To have power to issue diplomas. 3 

(k) To do all things pertaining to and concerning the training of 
teachers for public school work. 

Once the state board of education is established with cuits to act, 
it will be able to work out to a satisfactory conclusion the many problems 
connected with the training of teachers. - 

As to the question of the future establishment of one or more normal 
schools, and the use of existing educational institutions, these are prob- 
lems that can be practically worked out by the state board of education. 

Without a state board of education to carry out this work with unity 


oth r stat eh ene onal dohcol: is. carried 


und der a ite board sage interested are of the unanimous . 
opinion that much better work would be done under a single board. Row. ean 
hio is to begin es work she ‘should profit, by the Experi ue 


Respeottally submitted, 
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